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All About S.P.A.C.E.
Who We Are, What We Do and How We Began

W

e get many questions about
S.P.A.C.E.—with such a provocative
name it is no surprise! Most people know
we have something to do with current use;
you probably receive our newsletter
because you are a current use landowner.
We would like to use this newsletter
edition to tell you who we are and what we
do, and how we came to be.

Who We Are:
The Statewide Program of
Action to Conserve our Environment (S.P.A.C.E.) is a coalition of
organizations and individuals
dedicated to the conservation of
New Hampshire’s farms, forests
and open spaces through an
effective current use taxation
program. We are comprised of
members of different groups,
bringing to the table different
points of view. Some of us earn
our living from the land as
farmers and foresters. Some of
us use the land as hunters, hikers
and snowmobilers. Some of us
are open space educators and
advocates. Some of us are
current use landowners, and some of us
are not. Our uniting purpose is our
commitment to the safeguarding and
nurturing of current use assessment
as a tool for the preservation of New
Hampshire’s open spaces—and we

believe, quality of life. (The Board of
Directors listing is on page 3.)

What We Do:
A dvocac
dvocacyy
In the Summer 1999 Newsletter
survey, respondents rated advocacy as
S.P.A.C.E.’s most important function.
There are many ways to advocate, and to
be effective our activities are necessarily
diverse. Advocacy is more than just
speaking out for current use—although
we do that when needed. It is monitoring
legislation for possible impact to current
use. It is attending all Current Use Board
meetings, and carefully reviewing
proposed changes to the program. We
also represent you, the current use
landowner, in our advocacy before the
Legislature and Current Use Board. The
diversity of S.P.A.C.E.’s coalition members, combined with years of experience
and excellent research, have allowed us to
make sure current use is understood and
appreciated by policy makers.

Outr
each
Outreach
Consistently, one of our largest
yearly expenditures is on outreach. We
send this newsletter out twice yearly to all
current use landowners, as well as state
legislators and New Hampshire towns
and cities. Recently added to our outreach efforts is the fall postcard announcement of the Current Use Board’s
continued page 4
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Despite Discussion, Current Use Remains Strong
servation effort. The House Ways &
Means Committee ultimately rejected
this proposed increase in the LUCT.

location or use. Recognizing the potential
threat to current use, S.P.A.C.E. led the
effort to have this bill defeated unanimously in committee.

Legislative
Update

T

his year’s legislative session revolved
around taxes, and current use landowners can be certain that S.P.A.C.E. was
there—carefully guarding the program
that serves as the cornerstone of the
state’s conservation efforts.
This year’s legislative session saw
lawmakers consider and reject dozens of
revenue raising plans—including a sales
tax, an income tax, a consumption tax,
and gambling. Of critical importance to
S.P.A.C.E. was that none of these plans
threatened current use. In addition to
keeping current use largely out of the
fray, almost every tax plan sought to
reduce the rate of the statewide property
tax—a tax paid by those in current use as
well as those not.
While none of the major tax plans
directly threatened current use, the
subject came up on several occasions.
House Bill 571, an act establishing a
commission to study the feasibility of
creating a statewide land value assessment
system for the purpose of creating a revenue
source for funding education, could have
set the wheels in motion to establish a
new tax structure based upon land value,
not land and buildings as is presently the
case. While the sponsor, Representative
George Katsakiores of Derry, insisted
that this bill in no way threatened
current use, S.P.A.C.E. and many of its
members thought otherwise. In the past,
similar bills have been used to indirectly
attack current use, proposing a standard
“per acre” tax on all land, regardless of its

The session ended with a “market
basket” tax plan in place, relying heavily
upon increases in existing business taxes
to fund growth in the state budget. One
element in the final tax package of
interest to current use landowners is the
fact that the statewide property tax,
previously scheduled for repeal, has been
made permanent.

Current use also became an issue of
discussion during debate on funding for
the Land & Community Heritage Investment Program, the state’s new land and
cultural conservation effort. Several
lawmakers suggested doubling the Land
Use Change Tax (LUCT) to 20 percent to
help pay for the costs of this program.
The LUCT, presently assessed at ten
percent of the full and true (i.e., noncurrent use) value of the land, is assessed
when land is removed from current use
for development purposes. S.P.A.C.E.
opposed this measure, believing that
current use serves as a “contract”
between the landowner and the public,
and should not be changed by one party
alone. S.P.A.C.E. also pointed out that
the revenue towns derive from the LUCT
fluctuates wildly—from under $1 million
to over $6 million in recent years —and
such an unstable revenue stream is not
appropriate for funding a critical con-

S.P.A.C.E. is pleased that its efforts—
this year and in the past—to educate
legislators and others about the importance of current use have paid off. This
legislative session treated current use
landowners well, keeping the cornerstone of the state’s conservation efforts
as strong as ever. While we’re pleased
with the outcome of this year’s session,
we can’t rest on past accomplishments.
Already we are hearing calls for proposed changes to current use, and when
these issues are discussed, S.P.A.C.E.
will be there.

Forestland Assessment Range Correction
The Forestland Assessment Ranges printed in the Winter 2001 newsletter were
incorrect. Below is the correct assessment ranges for 2001. The assessment ranges that
were printed in error were what the computer generated model indicated the ranges
should be, based on stumpage trends over the past 3½ years. Current Use Board
members had questions about current trends in stumpage prices, as well as the possible
effects of such a large increase in assessment ranges on landowners. In response to
these concerns, the Current Use Board approved an increase in the assessment ranges
that was only half of what the computer model had indicated. The Current Use Board
intends to review stumpage trends again in the fall.

2001 Forest Land Assessment Ranges
2001-02

Stewardship Forestland
Forestland

$

WHITE PINE

HARDWOOD

$

$

63–$115
112–$170

$

15–$36
55–$84

ALL OTHER
$

$

44–$87
91–$137
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S.P. A.C.E.
Board of Directors
Chuck Souther, Chair
NH Fruit Growers Association
Concord

Charles Niebling, Vice Chair
SPNHF
Concord

Ken Marshall, Treasurer
Landowner
Boscawen

John Barto, Esq., Clerk
Landowner
Pittsfield

Rep. David Babson Jr.
Landowner
Ossipee

Mary Brown
New Hampshire Wildlife Federation
Concord

Meade Cadot
Harris Center for Conservation Education
Hancock

Tax Incentive For Historic Barn Preservation

Joseph Ford
NH Municipal Association
Lee

Charles Levesque

A

tax incentive proposal to help save old barns and other farm buildings was passed by
the House of Representatives on June 7 and is expected to be considered by the Senate
when the Legislature reconvenes next year. The proposal, House Bill 522, authorizes towns to
grant targeted property tax relief to property owners who can demonstrate the public benefit of
preserving their barns or other old farm buildings and agree to maintain the structures throughout a 10-year renewable preservation easement.
The initiative is based on recognition that many of New Hampshire's old barns and other
farm buildings, which bear witness to the role of agriculture in the state's history and economy
and also are important scenic landmarks for residents and visitors, are being demolished or not
maintained because of the adverse impact of property taxes.

Landowner
Antrim

Wayne Mann
NH Farm Bureau
Concord

Dennis McKenney
New England Forestry Foundation
Bennington

Isobel Parke
Jackson, Jackson & Wagner
Exeter

Northam Parr
Landowner
Rumney

Win Robinson
NHACC
Concord

Modeled on the state's existing discretionary easement program (RSA 79-C), which
encourages preservation of open land, House Bill 522 authorizes local governments to accept
discretionary preservation easements on agricultural buildings. Local governments will decide
on eligibility, based on statewide guidelines, and on the amount of property relief. Preservation
easements, for a minimum of ten years, will require property owners to maintain the structures
while the easements are in effect. In return, maintenance or repair of the structures will not
result in increased assessment during the term of the easement. Compatible with the current use
program, the proposal is intended to help address the long-standing issue for many landowners
of tax treatment for old farm buildings and the land under them.

Jasen Stock

The sponsors of House Bill 522 are Rep. David Babson, Ossipee; Rep. Jeb Bradley,
Wolfeboro; Rep. Martha Fuller Clark, Portsmouth; Rep. Harold Melcher, Wilton; Rep. Alan
Thulander, Francestown; and Senators Edward Gordon, Mark Fernald, and Carl Johnson.
For more information, contact the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance at 603/224-2281.

Lindsey K. Santaniello

Thank you to all landowners who responded to the UNH Survey
Center phone call. Your time has contributed to valuable research
profiling ownership of current use land today. Survey results
will be presented in a future newsletter article.

NH Timberland Owner’s Association
Concord

Larry Sunderland
Audubon Society of NH
Deering

John Violette
NH Snowmobile Association
Bow

Michael Yatsevitch
Landowner
Cornish

Administrator/Editor

This newsletter is published
bi-annually by S.P.A.C.E.
Circulation 27,000
Statewide Program of Action
to Conserve Our Environment
54 Portsmouth Street
Concord, NH 03301-5400
603-224-3306
e mail: space@conknet.com
Website: www.nhspace.org
Our website design courtesy of:
Custom Communications
92 Franklin Street, Saco, ME 04072
207-286-9295 www.desktoppub.com
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Thanks to S.P.A.C.E.
Donors!
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S.P
.A.C.E. N
ewsletter
S.P.A.C.E.
Newsletter
The S.P
.A.C.E. Boar
d of Dir
ectors extends its appr
ecia
tion to
S.P.A.C.E.
Board
Directors
apprecia
eciation
ALL contributors, whose suppor
.A.C.E.’
ogr
am
supportt funds S.P
S.P.A.C.E.’
.A.C.E.’ss annual pr
progr
ogram
of curr
ent use adv
ocacy
esear
ch and outr
each. S.P.A.C.E. relies
current
advocacy
ocacy,, rresear
esearch
outreach.
exclusively on the contributions of current use landowners for its financial
support. Printed below are “100 Club” contributors, who donated $100 or
more to our 2000 or 2001 annual appeal. Your contributions make our
wor
workk possible!
Chuck Souther
SP
A CE Bo
ard Chair
SPA
Board
Donations Received
2/17/01 through 7/23/01
James R. Banks
Karl & Louise Barnard
Stanley & Anna Bartlett
Carolyn S. Bedford
Mr. & Mrs. John T. Bennett Jr.
Alexander Bernhard
Anne Booth
Grace Bulkeley
Meade & Cynthia Cadot Jr.
Bernard & Marilyn
Campbell
Jospeh & Anne Cartwright
Charles & Patricia Clement III
James & Martha Cobbs
Arthur E. Cohen M.D.
Rudolph & Camila Colao
S. Robert & Patricia Colby
Graham Colditz
Lawrence Coolidge
Stephen T. Crary
Dr. Charles K. Crawford
Sarah Ross Cummings
Daniel B. Curll III
Cia Kensan Devan
William R. Dewey III
Donald L. Discenzo
Philip & Jennifer DuBois
Richard B. & Anne Earle
Hon. Susan P. Emerson
Michael & Isabelle Farrey
Alfred N. & Bertha Fauver
Peter & Julia Ferrino, MD
Louise C. Foote
West Side Forest & Development Co.
Richard C. Foss
Edward & Ruth Fowler
Family Trust
Edna Glaessel
Kingdon Gould Jr.
Stephen & Rosiland Gray
J. Connie Griffith
Herman & Beatrice Hall Jr.
Hedding Camp Mtg. Assoc.
Richard Herman
L. Clarke Hill
Edwin R. & Mary Hiller
Robert Hussey
Carl & Ann Jacobs
Donald W. & Paula Jeffries
Jolyon Johnson
Theodore & Marian Kelsey
Paul & Eleaner Knudson
Walter H. & Barbara Lacey II
Thomas W. Lawless Jr.

Michael & Monica Lehner
Russell & Verna Leonard
Francis J. Lorden
Richard & Sandra Lowery
Chester & Lydia Lucy
F. Cameron Ludwig
Manning Hill LLC
Milton & Nancy
Mardirosian
Frances, Samuel & Thomas
Marston
Real L. Martel
William & Sheila McCarten
Andrew & Joan McCulloch
Robert & Gray Medynski
Judy Millon
Edmund & Marie Morgan
Cyrus & Margaret Nathan
Ralph & Gloria J. Neary
James & Betsy Nichols
Richard & Madge
Nickerson
Herbert Nilson
Dennis & Kathy Nolin
Patrick & Kendra
O’Donnell
Dr. John & Priscilla Ohler
Glenn & Marilyn Ordway
Stev & Matthew Parker
Leslie Poindexter
Keith E. Pomeroy
John H. Pramberg Jr.
Sarah T. Russell
S&M Forest Trust
Francis W.K. Smith
Archibald & Eleanor Stark
Ken Stern
Betty M. Stevens
Elizabeth B. Storer
Larry & Pia Sunderland
Irving W. Thayer
Robert A. & Linda Thomas Jr.
Alan M. Thorndike
Herman & Eleanor
Valeriani
Val-Mar Trust
John & Marian Waldhausen
Walter E. Ward
Susan C. Webster
Gifford West
George & Linda West
Howard H. & Sandra
Weston
Thomas & Sally Wilkins
Windsor Ward Peak Forest
William H. & Wendy Wrean
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Outreach....
continued from page 1

annual Public Forum meetings. Because landowner
response has been overwhelmingly positive, the announcement
has become an annual mailing. S.P.A.C.E. also maintains a
website (www.nhspace.org) for 24-hour access to current use
information, links and articles about various aspects of the
program (with the help of website designer John Gold of
Custom Communications—thank you John!)
We also outreach to towns—after all, towns are on the
front lines of current use administration! An effectively run
current use program depends on both the town and the
landowner. Town officials who understand the benefits of
current use to their town are strong proponents. They know
what our research supports—that current use land pays more
in taxes than it requires in town services. And that it helps
maintain the character of their community while supporting
open space based economy, such as tourism, farming and forest
products.
And we outreach to members of the Legislature, who
frequently have to make decisions about issues they may not be
familiar with. We have distributed copies of our publication A
Layperson’s Guide to Current Use to legislative members. We have
also provided research reports that were relevant to decisions at
hand. We try to help legislators make informed choices by
giving them the best information we can.

Resear
ch
Research
S.P.A.C.E. funds research for a variety of purposes.
Research supports the effectiveness and fairness of the current
use program. It can provide scientific data as a response to illfounded criticism. Research has helped validate many benefits
of current use and open space, and this in turn helps us to
better advocate a healthy current use program. Sometimes it is
technical research to find out how aspects of current use are
performing, such as Land Use Change Tax studies. Other times
the research is of broader interest; the nationally-recognized
study The Economic Impact of Open Space is one example. Often
we share the cost of research with other interested groups. We
don’t raise funds through the sale of publications and reprints.
We charge only a nominal fee to help defray postage and
duplication costs.

Outr
each again
Outreach
Finally, the S.P.A.C.E. office is located in the new French
Wing at the Conservation Center in Concord, the first green
certified building in New Hampshire. The Conservation Center
is a great resource for small organizations like S.P.A.C.E., and
several of our coalition member organizations are located there
as well. The office is staffed by our Administrator Lindsey
Santaniello, who answers your current use questions and
coordinates and implements our many activities. It is a priority
of S.P.A.C.E. to provide information to current use landowners.
The more information the current use landowner has the better
decisions they can make about their land use. The strength of
the program is in informed landowners.
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Patrick Jackson Remembered
by PPaul
aul Bofinger
Past S.P.A.C.E. Chair
Former President Forester, SPNHF

I was still celebrating the legislative
approval of the constitutional question for the
1968 general election when Pat explained the
enormous effort that would be required to
gain the two-thirds plurality needed. As I was
to learn, he had a strategy and would develop
the tools we needed; and always Pat projected
a sense of quiet confidence and trust.

How We Began ...

Pat Jackson in conversation
with former Representative
Marian Woodruff at the
S.P.A.C.E. Legislative Reception,
April 1998
The flood of memories he evokes has a central theme: there was this gentle,
genial man whose core humanism always tempered, indeed enhanced, his sharp
intelligence, keen analysis and focused goal-setting.
So it is that my remembrance of Pat resides as much in my heart as in my
mind. All of us who were there in the heady, hectic early days when current use for
New Hampshire was conceived, planned and then approved, share the conviction
that Pat Jackson, with his wife and partner Miriam, were the key players. Simply
put, we would not have current use taxation without them.
Pat and New Hampshire lost Miriam in an airline tragedy, but Pat carried on
with S.P.A.C.E. to defend, nurture and improve current use. He never lost the view
that our goal in preserving open space should be for the enrichment of the human
condition. Let that be his legacy and our commitment to his memory.

With sadness S.P.A.C.E. observes the passing of one of our founding members,
Patrick Jackson. It is impossible to memorialize Pat without talking about the
beginnings of current use and S.P.A.C.E. New Hampshire would look very
different today if not for the vision and hard work of individuals like Pat.

t

I

t was hard to warm up to that baldheaded guy with the quirky voice who
had just told me I must accept a new multiyear project that would cost as much as the
entire SPNHF budget. And, by the way, I
would have to raise the money and chair the
coalition of organizations. But warm to him
and work for the project I did, along with
hundreds of others, before “YES on 7” and
S.P.A.C.E. achieved their initial successes.
My friend Pat Jackson could do that to you.

The History of S.P.A.C.E.
S.P.A.C.E. was formed in 1966 for the express purpose of amending the New
Hampshire State Constitution to allow for current use assessment of real estate.
That goal was achieved in 1968 through a major grass roots campaign. Known as
the “YES ON 7” campaign, S.P.A.C.E. brought together a broad coalition of
business, conservation and public interest groups to secure the two-thirds ballot
necessary for passage.

Richard Kelley, Paul Bofinger,
Miriam Jackson and Tudor Richards

With the constitutional amendment in hand, S.P.A.C.E. set to work building
support for current use legislation. In 1972, the NH General Court passed into
law RSA 79-A. Since that time, S.P.A.C.E. has been actively involved in all efforts
to refine the law and its administrative rules. Over three decades of successful
action have been made possible by the work and support of thousands of
individuals. Today, S.P.A.C.E.’s work continues, maintaining an advocacy
presence in the Legislature to be alert to periodic threats to current use, and
funding research and outreach to current use landowners.

Classified Advertising
Land
vest T
imberlands
Landvest
Timberlands
109 N
or
th Main Str
eet, Concor
d NH
Nor
orth
Street,
Concord
(603) 2282020
228-2020
A company of experienced professionals dedicated to providing consulting and marketing
services to owners of significant land-based
assets in the northeast for over 30 years.
Services: Timberland Management &
Consulting. Marketing & Sales, Appraisals,
GIS Mapping. Specializing in Timberland
Investments.

Nungesser & Hill, A
tt
orn
eys
Att
ttorn
orneys

N ew England FForestr
orestr
y
orestry
Consul
Consulttants, Inc.
14 FFor
or
esters in 12 offices ser
ving N
oresters
serving
Nee w
England and eastern N
or
k.
Nee w Y
Yor
ork.
Practicing and promoting forest management
and stewardship since 1944.
P.O. Box 1099, Groton, MA 01450-3099
Toll Free 888-367-3780
phone (978)448-8380 fax (978)448-8379
e-mail: nefco@nefor
estr
nefco@neforestr
estryy.org

Solar W
or
ks, Inc.
Wor
orks,

56 NH R
oute 25 (PO Bo
Route
Boxx 665)
Mer
edith, NH 03253
Meredith,
Practice limited to real estate, municipal, trusts
and estates. Representing landowners and
municipalities in Current Use, land planning,
zoning and related matters.
W illiam L. N
ungesser
ouglas PP.. Hill
Nungesser
ungesser,, Jr
Jr.. and D
Douglas
Tel (603)279-8
ax (603) 2793096
(603)279-811 82 FFax
279-3096

Since 1980, Solar Works has provided renewable energy services to residential, commercial
and industrial customers throughout New
England. We offer a full-range of solar electric
grid-connected and emergency power backup
systems. We also provide Domestic hot water
and wind turbine systems. Other services
include: Program Management, Training,
Energy Efficiency Auditing, Systems
Design and Installation.

NH T
imberland Own
ers Associa
tion
Timberland
Owners
Association

Richar
d Eidlin, PO Bo
ilton, NH 03086
Richard
Boxx 577 W
Wilton,

Working with landowners, loggers, foresters
and wood-using industries to promote good
forestry and a strong forest products economy.
Information on Tree Farms, timber taxes,
federal cost-share, forest markets, regulations
and pending legislation.
For membership information
or
tsmouth Str
eet,
NHT
OA 54 PPor
Street,
NHTO
ortsmouth
Concor
d, NH 0330
Concord,
033011
www
.nhtoa.org phone (603) 224-9699
www.nhtoa.org

Phone: 603-654-66
603-654-6611 9/fax: 603-654-9324

Baldwin, Callen, Hogan & Kidd, pllc
A Law Firm dedicated to
New Hampshire’s Environment
We are a State-wide practice focusing on Land
Use, Land Protection, Zoning, Boundary
Disputes, Permitting, Wetlands, Spills,and
Land or Well Contamination
te Str
eet, Concor
d, NH 0330
101 N. Sta
State
Street,
Concord,
033011
Phone: (603) 2252585
225-2585

N or
thern FForest
orest Resour
ces
orthern
Resources
Daniel Stepanauskas, FFor
or
ester
orester

Comprehensive forest management services
since 1982. Practicing long term forestry
designed to sustain the entire forest.
We use the finest logging contractors, and
provide the highest net returns for all wood
products harvested. Initial meetings or land
inspections are free of charge.
Founding member Forest Stewards Guild.
Please call us for more information.
HCR 62 Bo
Boxx 42 Silver Lake, NH 0387
phone/fax (603)367
-8
(603)367-8
-81111
e-mail: nor
for@ncia.net
norfor@ncia.net

Call for V
olunteers
Volunteers
SPACE is looking for regional volunteers to assist with data gathering from town offices.
Computer, database and/or town office experience is helpful, but not necessary!
You can feel good about what you do, too—we don’t sell or share the names we gather, and we
track changes in current use with the information you collect. For more information
contact Lindsey Santaniello at 224-3306 or e-mail to space@conknet.com.
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