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(continued on page 2)

An Active Legislative Session:

SPACE Tracking Four Key Bills

LLLLLegislators have returned to Concord, and SPACE is busy working to promote and protect
current use — the cornerstone of New Hampshire’s conservation efforts. With over 1,000

bills introduced this session alone, SPACE has its hands full making certain that a strong voice
for current use is heard every time this critical program is discussed in a legislative committee.

SPACE is tracking and influencing legislation that deals with the “recreational adjustment” to
current use land, enrollment in current use for land less than ten acres, the land use change tax,

and administration of the property tax generally.

RecrRecrRecrRecrRecreational Aeational Aeational Aeational Aeational Adjustmentdjustmentdjustmentdjustmentdjustment
Current use landowners who allow others to use their land for a number of pedestrian
activities (hiking, hunting, fishing, cross-country skiing, snow shoeing, and nature observa-
tion) are eligible to receive an additional twenty percent reduction in their property tax
assessment. According to the New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration,
roughly 40% of the land enrolled in current use in 2001 received this recreational adjustment.

HHHHHouse Bill 1ouse Bill 1ouse Bill 1ouse Bill 1ouse Bill 18888811111, relative to horseback riding as a recreational use of land in current use
taxation, is sponsored by Representative Pratt of Walpole. This bill would do two things:

• Require landowners receiving the 20% recreational adjustment to allow horseback
riding on their property. This provision would require landowners to allow horseback
riding “12 months of the year”, just as the existing law applies to pedestrian activities,
and

• Provide liability protection, in addition to what already exists in state law, to landown-
ers who allow horseback riding on their property.

Landowners would be able to restrict activities “detrimental to a specific agricultural or
forest crop or activity”, but could not generally post against horses and continue to receive

the recreational discount.

SPACE presented a number of concerns regarding this legislation. SPACE believes that horse-
back riding is fundamentally different than the other activities listed, and that horses have the
potential to do significant damage to roads and trails during certain times of the year. Further,
horseback riding would not be restricted to existing trails and roads, but could occur on any
part of the land.

SPACE also fears that if landowners who didn’t want to have horses on their land withdrew
from the recreational category and posted their land, other recreational users such as hikers
and hunters could lose valuable access to open space across the state. Finally, some in SPACE
have feared that if horseback riding receives this treatment, other recreational groups such as
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mountain bikers and ATV enthusiasts will
seek to be included in the “recreational
adjustment” in the future.

SPACE recognizes the important and growing
role that horses and the equine industry play
in New Hampshire agriculture, and encourag-
es landowners to work with local horse owners
to allow appropriate access at appropriate
times. However, SPACE believes that a broad
and sweeping requirement to treat horses
similar to pedestrian uses is wrong, and
opposed this change to current use. As the
newsletter goes to press, the House Environ-
ment & Agriculture Committee has not acted
on the bill. However, it is expected that the
“liability” portion of this bill
will pass out of committee and
that the “current use” portion
will not. However, it is clear
that this issue will be the
subject of legislation in the
future, and SPACE will contin-
ue to monitor progress on
this bill.

ShorShorShorShorShorefrefrefrefrefront Landont Landont Landont Landont Land
HHHHHouse Bill 787ouse Bill 787ouse Bill 787ouse Bill 787ouse Bill 787, sponsored by
Representative Christensen of
Merrimack and seven others, is
titled an act including undeveloped shoreline
property in land granted tax relief under current
use. As the name indicates, this bill would
allow landowners with at least two acres of
undeveloped shoreline to enroll in current use.
SPACE expressed concern that this bill could
cause a significant loss of municipal tax
revenue without a corresponding public
benefit. Further, shorefront landowners with
less than ten acres can presently donate an
easement and then enroll in RSA 79-B, a
program similar to current use for conserva-
tion land that might not otherwise qualify. As
the newsletter goes to press, the House
Environment & Agriculture Committee had
not acted on this bill.

Land ULand ULand ULand ULand Use Change Tse Change Tse Change Tse Change Tse Change Taxaxaxaxax

HHHHHouse Bill 803ouse Bill 803ouse Bill 803ouse Bill 803ouse Bill 803, sponsored by Representa-
tive Akins of Lebanon and three others,
establishes a New Hampshire downtown
development program. This program is designed

to help communities fight sprawl. Unfortu-
nately, one of the ways that the sponsors
propose funding a downtown development
program is through an increase in the land use
change tax. Presently, when a property is
withdrawn from current use and developed,
the landowner pays a 10% tax on the “full and
true” value of the land. Because the land use
change tax is an important part of a landown-
er’s consideration to enroll in current use,
SPACE has long supported consistency in the
administration of this tax, and opposes any
effort to increase the land use change tax. At
the hearing on this bill, there was a significant
amount of opposition, including but not limit-
ed to funding through the land use change tax.
As the newsletter goes to press, the House
Municipal & County Government Committee
had not acted on the bill.

CCCCCurrurrurrurrurrent Uent Uent Uent Uent Use Tse Tse Tse Tse Trrrrreateateateateat-----
ment for Ament for Ament for Ament for Ament for All Pll Pll Pll Pll Prrrrropertopertopertopertopertyyyyy
Sponsored by Repre-
sentative McCormick
of New London,
HHHHHouse Bill 407ouse Bill 407ouse Bill 407ouse Bill 407ouse Bill 407 is
titled an act allowing
municipalities the
option of appraising
property based on
assigned values
reflecting the current use
of property, and

requiring the current use board to adopt criteria
for such appraisal. This bill would allow
municipalities to use state-established
“current use” rates to assess all property, not
just open space. New rates would need to be
established for residential, commercial,
industrial and utility land.

An enormous number of practical and tech-
nical questions exist regarding this legislation,
and SPACE will carefully monitor to assure
that no action is taken to undermine the
existing strong and effective current use
program.

In addition to these bills, SPACE is monitoring
the state’s budget discussions and other
legislation to make certain that current use
does not come under attack. As always, our
strength is a knowledgeable and informed
membership — don’t hesitate to call SPACE at
603/224-3306 in order to get updated on our
legislative activities.

How do current use
landowners feel

about allowing access
to their land for

horseback riding?
Help SPACE find out!
Please respond to our

survey on page 5!

SPACE Tracks Key Bills
(continued from page 1)
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Many Thanks to S.P.A.C.E. Donors!
The S.PThe S.PThe S.PThe S.PThe S.P.A.C.E. Boar.A.C.E. Boar.A.C.E. Boar.A.C.E. Boar.A.C.E. Board of Dird of Dird of Dird of Dird of Directors extends its apprectors extends its apprectors extends its apprectors extends its apprectors extends its appreciaeciaeciaeciaeciation to tion to tion to tion to tion to ALLALLALLALLALL contributors, whose suppor contributors, whose suppor contributors, whose suppor contributors, whose suppor contributors, whose support fundst fundst fundst fundst funds
S.PS.PS.PS.PS.P.A.C.E.’.A.C.E.’.A.C.E.’.A.C.E.’.A.C.E.’s annual prs annual prs annual prs annual prs annual progrogrogrogrogram of curram of curram of curram of curram of current use advent use advent use advent use advent use advocacyocacyocacyocacyocacy, r, r, r, r, researesearesearesearesearch and outrch and outrch and outrch and outrch and outreach.each.each.each.each. S.P.A.C.E. relies exclu-
sively on the contributions of current use landowners for its financial support. Printed below are “100 Club”
contributors, who donated $100 or more to our 2002 or 2003 annual appeal.
YYYYYour contributions make our worour contributions make our worour contributions make our worour contributions make our worour contributions make our work possible!k possible!k possible!k possible!k possible!

Donations Received

6/26/02 Thru 11/1/02

Clay & Carolyn Bedford

Eleanor L. Briggs

Allen & Barbara Britton Jr.

Margaret Brox

Grace Bulkeley

W. Murray & Edward Clark

FW & Phyllis Conley

Lawrence Coolidge

Raymond A. Corliss

James & Alexandra Dannis

Donald L. Discenzo

Richard & Marjorie Ennis

Richard C. Foss

Edward & Ruth Fowler

Edwin & Elizabeth Fowler Sr.

Gorham Land Company

Kingdon Gould Jr.

Michael Grandmaison

Cyrus & Joyce Gregg

Alexander S. Guida III

John W. Harris

Ross L. Heald

Harvey & Christina Hill

Alfred & Agnes Hillman

Richard Hobbs

Allan Holmes

John B. Hraba

Carl & Ann Jacobs

Donald & Paula Jeffries

Edward & Edith Karrmann

Ellen Bayard Kennelly

Paul & Eleaner Knudson

Verner Korpi

Robert Landry

Gerald Langdon

Chester & Lydia Lucy

Andrew & Joan McCulloch

Moulton Forest

John Northcott

Marion H. Ott

Robert W. Page Jr.

Gerald W. Parker

John & Alice Pepper

Richard & Gloria Plaisted

David F. Putnam

Walter & Elaine Schubert

Shagoury Lake Corp.

Valerie Shelton

Francis W.K. Smith

John & Susan Smith III

Archibald & Eleanor Stark

Elizabeth Tamblyn

Irving W. Thayer

Robert & Linda Thomas Jr.

Thaddeus Thorne

Dick & Jenny Trelfa

Gifford West

White Mt. Central RR

Wildcat Partnership

Wilson Farms Inc.

Donations Received

11/2/2002 thru 2/18/2003

Christopher Alt

Stephen & Joan Ames

Forrest C. Ames

Andorra Forest LP

Philip & Carolyn Auger

Richard H. Austin

Timothy J. Austin

David L. Babson Jr.

James & Sara Bacon

Charles & Jeanne Bacon III

George & Nancy Bates

Clay & Carolyn Bedford

Mrs. John T. Bennett Jr.

Conrad H. Biber

Fred Bickford

Klaus & Vera Biemann

David & Linda Blair

Igor R. Blake

John V. Blanchard

Putnam & Marion Blodgett

Peter P. Bosiak

Bretwood Golf Course Inc

Brookdale Fruit Farm Inc

Raymond L. Brox et al

Arthur S. Buswell

George & Sarah Cahill Jr.

Bernard & Marilyn Campbell

Alice T. Castello

Thomas & Patience

Chamberlin

Philip, Bennett & Catherine

Chandler

Col. John P. Chandler

ZNT Stevens Charitable

Trust

Cecily Clark

David Clark Jr.

Rudolph & Camila Colao

Reuben D. Cole

Donald Comstock

Edward J. Connors

Peggy C. Cook

Sheldon & Jeannie Cooperman

Valerie Cote

Bruce & Linda Courtemanche

Ronald & Anita Cristofono

Daniel B. Curll III

Janet W. Damsell

Robert & Priscilla Dannies

George & Orrie Dawson

Peter de Roetth

Peter & Gwyneth Dejager

Vincent & Patricia DeMasi Jr.

Joe & Marion Deschenes

Howard C. Dickinson Jr.

John B. Dodge

Anne Thomas Donaghy

William Donahue et al

Peter C. Doyle

Samuel & Joanne Doyle

Philip & Jennifer DuBois

Craig & Kleta Dudley

Winslow Duke

Jacob Dunnell

Richard & Anne Earle

Col. Kenneth D. Eastman

Ellen Edwards

Anne A. Ehrlich

Donald & Cynthia Falvey

Carl Siemon Family Chari-

table Trust

Michael & Isabelle Farrey

Vincent & Miriam Ferdinando

James & Linda Fernald

Mary S. Fessenden

Clarence & Margaret Fife

Pennryn & Barbara Fitts

Louise C. Foote

Forest Lake Campground

John Forker

James & Patricia Foss

Anne C. Gallagher

John & Joan Galloway

Richard & Nina Gardner

Paul K. Geddes

David Gillis

Sagamore-Hampton Golf

Club Inc.

Herbert W. Goodwin

Richard H. Goodwin Jr.

Richard & Nancy Gould

Robert & Nancy Grady

Dorothea Guy

H & K Properties

Thomas & Melinda Haas

Ann W. Hackl

John M. Haffenreffer

Richard A. Hall

David L. Hall

Forest Hall Jr.

Ruth & Nan Hanks

John W. Harris

Henry E. Harris Jr.

Carter H. Harrison

Hayes Mobile Home Park

Horace & Kathleen

Henriques III

Gail Manyan Henry

David C. Hewitt

John & Jean Hoffman Jr.

John Silas Hopkins III

Wentworth Hubbard

Ralph H. Hudson

Robert & Marie Jaarsma

Mildred Jaynes

Sanford & Barbara Johnson

Everett Jones

Louis J. Jones

Joslin Aycrigg Center

Charles F. Kane

Samuel & Louise Kaymen

Robert & Patricia Kelsey Jr.

Raymond S. Kennard Jr.

James Kent

Megan Burke Kidder

Mary Kilcup

Paul Knox

Denis & Donna Kokemak

Lionel Labonte

Levi & Lucille Ladd

Thomas W. Lawless Jr.

Thomas D. Lee

Arthur & Elizabeth Leigh

Robert & Stephen Lievens

John & Rebecca Little

Paul & Mary Livingston

Carol Locke-Endy

Lone Pine Hunters Club

Charles F. Loycano

F. Cameron Ludwig

Frederick & Mildred Lyford

Audrey T. MacLean

Conrad & Theodore

Magnusson Farm

Elaine Mahood

John N. Manolaros

Frances, Samuel & Thomas

Marston

Real L. Martel

Roger Mathes

Gary & Sabrina Matteson

Richard G. McDanolds

Thomas & Claudia

McIlvain Jr.

Meadowsend Timberlands

Ltd

Robert & Grazyna Medynski

Esther Merrill

David & Pamela Merrill

Robert & Nancy Merriman

Roy & Nancy Miller

Lois Moore

James P. Moran

Thomas & Marge Moran

Edmund & Marie Morgan

Samuel J. Nassar

John R. & Barbara Newsom

NH Snowmobile Assoc.

David & Janet Nixon

Northern Acres Land Co.

Northland Forest Products

Eugene & Patricia Nute

David & Babs Nutt

Patrick & Kendra O’Donnell

Glenn & Marilyn Ordway

Betty Lee Otorowski

Steve Panish

Gerald W. Parker

Barbara Parker

Henry & Pauline Parker

Florence Parks

Warren J. & Blanche Perkins

Rufus M. Perkins

Scott & Shaughn Piper

Charlotte Pogue

Leslie Poindexter

Peter W. Powell

Benjamin Pratt

Pearle W. Preston

Elva T.J. Procopio

Joseph & Margaret Ransmeier

Daniel & Elinor Redmond

Edward & Nancy Roberts

Fred & Katherine Roedel

Routhier & Sons, Inc.

Sarah T. Russell

Philip G. Rust Jr.

Neil Sawyer

Lawrence & Lois Scammon Jr.

George & Sandra Schussel

Bruce & Sarah Schwaegler

James & Beverly Seipel

Simard Family Trust

Catherine Skove

Harold & Lorraine Slack

Stephen & Ann Smith

Daniel & Emily Smith

Paul & Ruth Smith

Charles W. Smith

H. Fenton Smith Trust

Snoward Bound Snow-

mobile Club

Charles & Diane Souther

Chair
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A little informaA little informaA little informaA little informaA little information about ytion about ytion about ytion about ytion about you:ou:ou:ou:ou:

# of acres in current use _________in Town(s) of ___________________________________________________

Do you:    Own horses? Y ❑ N ❑       Ride horses? Y ❑ N ❑

Comments to share? ________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Donald & Margo Stever Jr.

Charles E. Stewart

Robert Stiles

Elizabeth B. Storer

Paul & Ella Stroud Jr.

Hermon & Dorothy D. Swartz

Robert Taft

Michael Tamposi Jr.

Norman & Jean Tandy

Eddie & Diane Tavitian

Stanley & Carolyn Terhune

Richard & Diane Thayer

Rejean & Theresa Thibodeau

Bruce & Millie Thomas

William & Lydia Thompson

William & Patricia Thompson

Daniel K. Thorne

Paul & Mary Tierney

Jeffrey & Sara Timmons

Howard C. & Bruce Townsend

Herman & Eleanor Valeriani

Peter & Leslie Van Berkum

Elsie P. Van Buren

John F. Van Camp

James & Vivian Walker

William & Faith Wallace

Denis & Jeanne Ward

Lois Waters

Richard, Elizabeth& Van Webb

Raymond & Andrew Weigel

Robert P. & Mary Weis

John & Judith Whitcomb

G.W. Whitney

Winthrop & Nancy Wilbur Jr.

Thomas & Sally Wilkins

Robert & Lorna Willard

Robin Willits

Roy Wilson

Fred & Susan Winthrop Jr.

Stephen M. Wood

Woodmont Orchards Inc.

R. Stewart & William Yeaton

Do you have land you would like to see actively farmed?

Do you have fields you need to have hayed?

Are you interested in farming your own land?

Beginner Farmers of New Hampshire Can Help You!
Beginner Farmers is a group of new and not-so-new farmers

connecting resources and knowledge to NH’s agricultural commu-
nity. On the web at www.beginner farmers.org, or call their offices
in Concord  223-0083 or Laconia 527-2093  for more information.
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No Rate Changes
This Year

Current Use Board Report:

1.1.1.1.1. Do you allow your current use property to be used by
others for horseback riding? Y ❑ N ❑

2.2.2.2.2. Have you been asked to allow horseback riding on
your property? Y ❑ N ❑

33333..... Have you had problems with unauthorized horseback
riding on your property? Y ❑ N ❑

4.4.4.4.4. If your property is used for horseback riding, are they
riding: (check all that apply)

❑ on trails ❑ in fields ❑ on logging roads

❑ on Class VI roads ❑ anywhere

❑ other ___________________________________
55555..... If your property is not currently being used for horseback

riding, would you allow horseback riding if it were limited
to trails & roads? Y ❑ N ❑

66666..... If you knew state law protected you from liability, would
you allow horseback riding? Y ❑ N ❑

77777..... If horseback riding was added to the recreational land uses
you must allow to receive the recreational discount, would
you? (check all that apply):

❑ keep receiving recreational discount,
and allow horseback riding

Since current use began, landowners
have had the incentive of a 20% discount
off their current use assessment in
exchange for allowing free public access
to their land for such purposes as skiing,
snowshoeing, fishing, hunting, hiking
and nature observation.

Landowner Survey:

Opinions on Horseback Riding and Recreational Land Use
A legislative bill was introduced this

session (House Bill 181) proposing to add
horseback riding to the recreational
discount activities — i.e., if the bill
passed, landowners who choose the 20%
recreation adjustment would be required
to allow horseback riding on their

current use land. SPACE is asking current
use landowners to give us your opinion
about this issue. The summary results of
this survey will be shared with Legisla-
tive committees and the Current Use
Board—individual responses will be
kept confidential.

❑ keep receiving the recreational discount
if horseback riding were limited to trails and roads

❑ enroll land to receive recreational discount
❑ remove land from receiving recreational discount
❑ post your land against horseback riding
❑ other________________________________

AAAAAdditional rdditional rdditional rdditional rdditional recrecrecrecrecreaeaeaeaeational questions:tional questions:tional questions:tional questions:tional questions:
88888..... Does your current use land currently receive the 20%

Recreational Discount? Y ❑ N ❑  Don’t know ❑
99999..... Do you allow mountain bikes (non-motorized) on your

current use land? Y ❑ N ❑
1111100000.....  Do you allow snowmobile use of your current use land?

 Y ❑ N ❑
111111.1.1.1.1.  Do you allow ATV use of your current use land?

 Y ❑ N ❑

Name ______________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________

Please add comments on the opposite side, cut the page where indicated, fold in half so the mailing address is on outside, tape shut, stamp and mail.

2003—2004 Current Use Assessment Ranges
Forest Land: WHITE PINE HARDWOOD ALL OTHER

Stewardship Forestland $63 – $115 $15 – $36 $44 – $87
Forestland $112 – $170 $55 – $84 $91 – $137

Farm Land $25 – $425 — —

Unproductive Land $15 — —

Unproductive Land is land incapable of producing a farm or forest crop and is left in a natural
state. Wetlands are under this category. All dollar amounts are assessed value per acre.

It was a quiet year for current use, with no major issues discussed. The assessment ranges
will remain the same for 2003-2004, and the Current Use Board did not recommend any
administrative rule changes. The formula used to calculate the forestland assessment
ranges was reviewed, with the current model indicating no changes. Topics discussed
included the impact of the Marlow decision on towns; applying the Land Use Change Tax

in cluster developments; adding horseback riding to
the 20% recreational adjustment activities; ATV use
and towns’ requirement
of adequate maps for
proper assessing. If your
town asks you to update
your current use
information please
cooperate. If you have
any questions call the
SPACE office for further
information.
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NH TNH TNH TNH TNH Timberland Ownimberland Ownimberland Ownimberland Ownimberland Owners Associaers Associaers Associaers Associaers Associationtiontiontiontion

Working with landowners, loggers, foresters
and wood-using industries to promote good

forestry and a strong forest products economy.
Information on Tree Farms, timber taxes,

federal cost-share, forest markets, regulations
and pending legislation.

For membership information:
54 P54 P54 P54 P54 Pororororortsmouth St. Concortsmouth St. Concortsmouth St. Concortsmouth St. Concortsmouth St. Concord, NH 0330d, NH 0330d, NH 0330d, NH 0330d, NH 033011111
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.nhtoa.org phone (603) 224-9699.nhtoa.org phone (603) 224-9699.nhtoa.org phone (603) 224-9699.nhtoa.org phone (603) 224-9699.nhtoa.org phone (603) 224-9699

BBBBBaldwin, Callen, & Hogan, pllcaldwin, Callen, & Hogan, pllcaldwin, Callen, & Hogan, pllcaldwin, Callen, & Hogan, pllcaldwin, Callen, & Hogan, pllc

A Law Firm dedicated to
New Hampshire’s Environment

We are a State-wide practice focusing on Land
Use, Land Protection, Zoning, Boundary

Disputes, Permitting, Wetlands, Spills, and
Land or Well Contamination
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Practicing and promoting forest management
and stewardship since 1944.

P.O. Box 609, Warner, NH 03278
Toll Free 866-609-6332

phone/fax (603)456-phone/fax (603)456-phone/fax (603)456-phone/fax (603)456-phone/fax (603)456-25432543254325432543
e-mail: e-mail: e-mail: e-mail: e-mail: nefco@tds.netnefco@tds.netnefco@tds.netnefco@tds.netnefco@tds.net
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Daniel Stepanauskas, FDaniel Stepanauskas, FDaniel Stepanauskas, FDaniel Stepanauskas, FDaniel Stepanauskas, Forororororesteresteresteresterester
Practicing sustainable forestry since 1982.

Forest Stewardship Council
certification services.

Please call us for more information.
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Practice limited to real estate, municipal, trusts
and estates. Representing landowners and

municipalities in Current Use, land planning,
zoning and related matters.
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A company of experienced professionals
dedicated to providing consulting and market-
ing services to owners of significant land-based

assets in the northeast for over 30 years.
Services: Timberland Management &

Consulting. Marketing & Sales,
Appraisals,GIS Mapping.

Specializing in Timberland Investments.
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Licensed Realtors committed to bringing
buyers and sellers together throughout the

greater New England area—and beyond! We
offer progressive marketing strategies,

aggressive advertising and full cooperation with
all real estate agencies
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Charles A. Levesque 603-588-3272
Licensed NH Forester

Eric W. Kingsley 603-226-0012
Providing a full range of natural resource

consulting services since 1994. We assist New
Hampshire landowners in current use issues.

Please call or e-mail us.
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SPACE accepts limited classified advertising in
our bi-annual newsletter; circulation 27,000.
For information on rates and our advertising

policy, call SPACE at 603-224-3306 or e-mail
to space@conknet.com


