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AN ACTIVE LEGISLATIVE SESSION:

SPACE Tracking Four Key Bills

egislators have returned to Concord, and SPACE is busy working to promote and protect
current use — the cornerstone of New Hampshire’s conservation efforts. With over 1,000
bills introduced this session alone, SPACE has its hands full making certain that a strong voice
for current use is heard every time this critical program is discussed in a legislative committee.

SPACE is tracking and influencing legislation that deals with the “recreational adjustment” to
current use land, enrollment in current use for land less than ten acres, the land use change tax,
and administration of the property tax generally.

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

Recreational Adjustment

Current use landowners who allow others to use their land for a number of pedestrian
activities (hiking, hunting, fishing, cross-country skiing, snow shoeing, and nature observa-
tion) are eligible to receive an additional twenty percent reduction in their property tax
assessment. According to the New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration,
roughly 40% of the land enrolled in current use in 2001 received this recreational adjustment.

House Bill 181, relative to horseback riding as a recreational use of land in current use
taxation, is sponsored by Representative Pratt of Walpole. This bill would do two things:

* Require landowners receiving the 20% recreational adjustment to allow horseback
riding on their property. This provision would require landowners to allow horseback
riding “12 months of the year”, just as the existing law applies to pedestrian activities,
and

* Provide liability protection, in addition to what already exists in state law, to landown-
ers who allow horseback riding on their property.

Landowners would be able to restrict activities “detrimental to a specific agricultural or
forest crop or activity”, but could not generally post against horses and continue to receive
the recreational discount.

SPACE presented a number of concerns regarding this legislation. SPACE believes that horse-
back riding is fundamentally different than the other activities listed, and that horses have the
potential to do significant damage to roads and trails during certain times of the year. Further,
horseback riding would not be restricted to existing trails and roads, but could occur on any
part of the land.

SPACE also fears that if landowners who didn’t want to have horses on their land withdrew
from the recreational category and posted their land, other recreational users such as hikers
and hunters could lose valuable access to open space across the state. Finally, some in SPACE
have feared that if horseback riding receives this treatment, other recreational groups such as

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

mountain bikers and ATV enthusiasts will
seek to be included in the “recreational
adjustment” in the future.

SPACE recognizes the important and growing
role that horses and the equine industry play
in New Hampshire agriculture, and encourag-
es landowners to work with local horse owners
to allow appropriate access at appropriate
times. However, SPACE believes that a broad
and sweeping requirement to treat horses
similar to pedestrian uses is wrong, and
opposed this change to current use. As the
newsletter goes to press, the House Environ-
ment & Agriculture Committee has not acted
on the bill. However, it is expected that the
“liability” portion of this bill
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to help communities fight sprawl. Unfortu-
nately, one of the ways that the sponsors
propose funding a downtown development
program is through an increase in the land use
change tax. Presently, when a property is
withdrawn from current use and developed,
the landowner pays a 10% tax on the “full and
true” value of the land. Because the land use
change tax is an important part of a landown-
er’s consideration to enroll in current use,
SPACE has long supported consistency in the
administration of this tax, and opposes any
effort to increase the land use change tax. At
the hearing on this bill, there was a significant
amount of opposition, including but not limit-
ed to funding through the land use change tax.
As the newsletter goes to press, the House
Municipal & County Government Committee
had not acted on the bill.

Current Use Treal-

will pass out of committee and
that the “current use” portion How do current use ment for :ls Property
will not. However, it is clear Sponsore Repre-
that this issue will be the landown(.zrs feel sfntative Mc}éorrlrjlick
subject of legislation in the about allowing access of New London,
future, and SPACE will contin- to their land for House Bill 407 is
ue to monitor progress on horseback riding? titled an act allowing
this bill. Help SPACE find out! municipalities the
option of appraisin
Shoreﬁor'zt Land Please respond to our plz opertyf bf SIZ don J
House Bill 787, sponsored by survey on page 5! assigned values
Representative Christensen of reflecting the current use

Merrimack and seven others, is

titled an act including undeveloped shoreline
property in land granted tax relief under current
use. As the name indicates, this bill would
allow landowners with at least two acres of
undeveloped shoreline to enroll in current use.
SPACE expressed concern that this bill could
cause a significant loss of municipal tax
revenue without a corresponding public
benefit. Further, shorefront landowners with
less than ten acres can presently donate an
easement and then enroll in RSA 79-B, a
program similar to current use for conserva-
tion land that might not otherwise qualify. As
the newsletter goes to press, the House
Environment & Agriculture Committee had
not acted on this bill.

Land Use Change Tax

House Bill 803, sponsored by Representa-
tive Akins of Lebanon and three others,
establishes a New Hampshire downtown
development program. This program is designed

of property, and
requiring the current use board to adopt criteria
for such appraisal. This bill would allow
municipalities to use state-established
“current use” rates to assess all property, not
just open space. New rates would need to be
established for residential, commercial,
industrial and utility land.

An enormous number of practical and tech-
nical questions exist regarding this legislation,
and SPACE will carefully monitor to assure
that no action is taken to undermine the
existing strong and effective current use
program.

In addition to these bills, SPACE is monitoring
the state’s budget discussions and other
legislation to make certain that current use
does not come under attack. As always, our
strength is a knowledgeable and informed
membership — don’t hesitate to call SPACE at
603/224-3306 in order to get updated on our
legislative activities.
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DoNATIONS RECEIVED
6/26/02 THRU 11/1/02

CLAY & CAROLYN BEDFORD
ELEANOR L. BrRiGGS

ALLEN & BARBARA BRITTON JR.
MARGARET Brox

GRACE BULKELEY

W. MURRAY & EDWARD CLARK
FW & PuyLLIS CONLEY
LAWRENCE COOLIDGE
RaymonD A. CORLISS

JAMES & ALEXANDRA DANNIS
DonNaLp L. Discenzo
RICHARD & MARJORIE ENNIS
RicHARD C. Foss

EDWARD & RuTH FOWLER

EDWIN & EL1ZABETH FOWLER SR.

GORHAM LAND COMPANY
KingpoN GouLD JRr.
MICHAEL GRANDMAISON
CYRUS & JoYCE GREGG
ALEXANDER S. Guipa III
Joun W. HARRIS

Ross L. HEALD

HARVEY & CHRISTINA HILL
ALFRED & AGNES HILLMAN
RicHARD HoBBS

ALLAN HOLMES

Jonn B. HrRABA

CARL & ANN JACOBS
DoONALD & PAULA JEFFRIES
EDWARD & EDITH KARRMANN
ELLEN BAYARD KENNELLY
PAUL & ELEANER KNUDSON
VERNER KORPI

ROBERT LANDRY

GERALD LANGDON

CHESTER & LyDIA Lucy
ANDREW & JOAN McCULLOCH
MouLTON FOREST

JoHN NORTHCOTT

MarioN H. OtT

ROBERT W. PAGE JR.

GERALD W. PARKER

JOHN & ALICE PEPPER
RICHARD & GLORIA PLAISTED
Davip F. Putnam

WALTER & ELAINE SCHUBERT
SHAGOURY LAKE CORP.
VALERIE SHELTON

Francis W.K. SmiTH

JoHuN & Susan SmrtH T
ARCHIBALD & ELEANOR STARK
EL1ZABETH TAMBLYN

IRvVING W. THAYER

ROBERT & LiNDA THOMAS JR.
THADDEUS THORNE

DicK & JENNY TRELFA
GIFFORD WEST

WHiITE MT. CENTRAL RR
WILDCAT PARTNERSHIP
WiLsoN FArMS INC.

DoNaTIONS RECEIVED
11/2/2002 THRU 2/18/2003

CHRISTOPHER ALT
STEPHEN & JOAN AMES
ForresT C. AMES
ANDORRA FOREST LP
PHILIP & CAROLYN AUGER
RicHARD H. AusTIN
TiMOTHY J. AUSTIN

Davip L. BABSON Jr.
JAMES & SARA BAcON
CHARLES & JEANNE Bacon I
GEORGE & NANCY BATES
CLAY & CAROLYN BEDFORD
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Many Thanks to S.P.A.C.E. Donors!

The S.P.A.C.E. Board of Directors extends its appreciation to ALL contributors, whose support funds
S.P.A.C.E.’s annual program of current use advocacy, research and outreach. S.P.A.C.E. relies exclu-
sively on the contributions of current use landowners for its financial support. Printed below are “100 Club”

contributors, who donated $100 or more to our 2002 or 2003 annual appeal.

Your contributions make our work possible!

MRs. JouN T. BENNETT JR.

CoNRrAD H. BIBER

FRED BICKFORD

KLAUS & VERA BIEMANN

DAVID & LINDA BLAIR

Icor R. BLAKE

JonN V. BLANCHARD

PUTNAM & MARION BLODGETT

PETER P. Bosiak

BrETwoOD GOLF COURSE INC

BrOOKDALE FrRUIT FARM INC

RAaymMoND L. BROX ET AL

ARTHUR S. BUSWELL

GEORGE & SARAH CAHILL JR.

BERNARD & MARILYN CAMPBELL

ALICE T. CASTELLO

THOMAS & PATIENCE
CHAMBERLIN

PHILIP, BENNETT & CATHERINE
CHANDLER

CoL. JouN P. CHANDLER

ZNT STEVENS CHARITABLE
TrRuUST

CeciLy CLARK

DAviD CLARK JR.

RuporrH & CamiLA COLAO

ReuBEN D. COLE

DoNaLp CoMsTOCK

EDpwARD J. CONNORS

PeGaGy C. Cook

SHELDON & JEANNIE COOPERMAN

VALERIE COTE

BRUCE & LINDA COURTEMANCHE

RoNALD & ANITA CRISTOFONO

DanigL B. Curcr 111

JANET W. DAMSELL

ROBERT & PRrisciLLA DANNIES

GEORGE & ORRIE DAWSON

PETER DE ROETTH

PETER & GWYNETH DEJAGER

VINCENT & PATRICIA DEMASI JR.

JOE & MARION DESCHENES

Howarp C. DICKINSON JR.

JonN B. DoDpGE

ANNE THOMAS DONAGHY

WiLLIAM DONAHUE ET AL

PETER C. DOYLE

SAMUEL & JOANNE DOYLE

PHiLIP & JENNIFER DUBoOIS

CRAIG & KLETA DUDLEY

WinsLow DUKE

JacoB DUNNELL

RICHARD & ANNE EARLE

Cor. KENNETH D. EASTMAN

ELLEN EDWARDS

ANNE A. EHRLICH

DoNALD & CYNTHIA FALVEY

CARL SIEMON FAMILY CHARI-
TABLE TRUST

MICHAEL & ISABELLE FARREY

VINCENT & MIRIAM FERDINANDO

JAMES & LINDA FERNALD

MARY S. FESSENDEN

CLARENCE & MARGARET FIFE

PENNRYN & BARBARA F1TTS

Louisk C. FooTE

FOREST LAKE CAMPGROUND

JonN FORKER

JAMES & Patricia Foss

ANNE C. GALLAGHER

JOHN & JOAN GALLOWAY

RICHARD & NINA GARDNER

PauL K. GEDDES

Davip GILLIS

SAGAMORE-HAMPTON GOLF
CrLuB INnc.

HERBERT W. GOODWIN

RicHArRD H. GooDWIN JR.

RicHARD & NaNCY GOULD

ROBERT & NANCY GRADY

DorotHEA GUY

H & K PROPERTIES

THOMAS & MELINDA HAAS

ANN W. HACKL

JoHN M. HAFFENREFFER

RicHARD A. HALL

Davip L. HALL

ForesT HALL JR.

RuTtH & NAN HANKS

JouN W. HARRIS

HEeNRrY E. HARRIS JR.

CARTER H. HARRISON

Hayes MoBiLE HOME PARK

HORACE & KATHLEEN
HenriqQues 1T

GAIL MANYAN HENRY

Davip C. HEwITT

JoHN & JEAN HOFFMAN JR.

Jonn Siras Hopkins IIT

WENTWORTH HUBBARD

RavLpu H. Hupson

ROBERT & MARIE JAARSMA

MILDRED JAYNES

SANFORD & BARBARA JOHNSON

EVERETT JONES

Louis J. JoNEs

JosLIN AYCRIGG CENTER
CHARLES F. KANE

SAMUEL & LoUISE KAYMEN
ROBERT & PATRICIA KELSEY JR.
RaymonD S. KENNARD Jr.
JamEes KENT

MEGAN BURKE KIDDER
MARyY KiLcup

Paur Knox

DEeNIs & DoNNA KOKEMAK
LIONEL LABONTE

LEvI & LuciLLE LADD
TaomAs W. LAWLESS JR.
TroMAS D. LEE

ARTHUR & EL1ZABETH LEIGH
ROBERT & STEPHEN LIEVENS
JoHN & REBECCA LITTLE
PAUL & MARY LIVINGSTON
CARroL LockE-ENDY

LoNE PINE HUNTERS CLUB
CHARLES F. LoycaNo

F. CAMERON LuDWIG

FREDERICK & MILDRED LYFORD

AUDREY T. MACLEAN
CONRAD & THEODORE
MAGNUSSON FARM
ELAINE MAHOOD
JonN N. MANOLAROS

ok S

CHAIR

FRANCES, SAMUEL & THOMAS
MARSTON

REAL L. MARTEL

ROGER MATHES

GARY & SABRINA MATTESON

RicHARD G. McDANOLDS

THOMAS & CLAUDIA
MCcILVAIN JR.

MEADOWSEND TIMBERLANDS
Ltp

ROBERT & GRAZYNA MEDYNSKI

ESTHER MERRILL

DAVID & PAMELA MERRILL

ROBERT & NANCY MERRIMAN

Roy & NANCY MILLER

Lois MOORE

JamEes P. MORAN

THOMAS & MARGE MORAN

EDMUND & MARIE MORGAN

SAMUEL J. NASSAR

JonN R. & BARBARA NEWSOM

NH SNOWMOBILE ASSOC.

DavID & JANET NIXON

NORTHERN ACRES LAND Co.

NORTHLAND FOREST PRODUCTS

EUGENE & PaTRICIA NUTE

Davip & BABs NUTT

PATRICK & KENDRA O'D ONNELL

GLENN & MARILYN ORDWAY

BETTY LEE OTOROWSKI

STEVE PANISH

GERALD W. PARKER

BARBARA PARKER

HENRY & PAULINE PARKER

FLORENCE PARKS

WARREN ]. & BLANCHE PERKINS

Rurus M. PERKINS

SCOTT & SHAUGHN PIPER

CHARLOTTE POGUE

LESLIE POINDEXTER

PETER W. POWELL

BENJAMIN PRATT

PEARLE W. PRESTON

Erva T.]. PRocopriO

JOSEPH & MARGARET RANSMEIER

DANIEL & ELINOR REDMOND

EDWARD & NANCY ROBERTS

FRED & KATHERINE ROEDEL

ROUTHIER & SONS, INC.

SARAH T. RUSSELL

PurLie G. RusT JR.

NEIL SAWYER

LAWRENCE & Lo1s SCAMMON JR.

GEORGE & SANDRA SCHUSSEL

BRUCE & SARAH SCHWAEGLER

JAMES & BEVERLY SEIPEL

SIMARD FAMILY TRUST

CATHERINE SKOVE

HAROLD & LORRAINE SLACK

STEPHEN & ANN SMITH

DANIEL & EMILY SMITH

PauL & RutH SMITH

CHARLES W. SMITH

H. FENnTON SMITH TRUST

SNOWARD BOUND SNow-
MOBILE CLUB

CHARLES & DIANE SOUTHER
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DoNALD & MARGO STEVER JR. JAMES & ViviAN WALKER
CHARLES E. STEWART WILLIAM & FarTH WALLACE
ROBERT STILES DENIS & JEANNE WARD
EL1ZABETH B. STORER Lois WATERS
PauL & ELLA STROUD JR. RicHARD, EL1ZABETH& VAN WEBB
HerMON & DoroTHY D. SWARTZ RAYMOND & ANDREW WEIGEL
ROBERT TAFT RoOBERT P. & MARY WEIS
MIcHAEL TAMPOSI JR. JonN & JupiTH WHITCOMB
NORMAN & JEAN TANDY G.W. WHITNEY
EDDIE & DIANE TAVITIAN WINTHROP & NANCY WILBUR JR.
STANLEY & CAROLYN TERHUNE THOMAS & SALLY WILKINS e . 3 "
RICHARD & DIANE THAYER ROBERT & LORNA WILLARD mt__ = e "41"..'.: -.-f'. =
REJEAN & THERESA THIBODEAU RoBIN WILLITS e e
BRUCE & MILLIE THOMAS Roy WiLsoN
WILLIAM & [YDIA THOMPSON FRED & SUSAN WINTHROP JR. Do YOU HAVE LAND YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE ACTIVELY FARMED?
WILLIAM & PaTRrICIA THOMPSON STEPHEN M. WoOD Do YOU HAVE FIELDS YOU NEED TO HAVE HAYED?
DANIEL K. THORNE WoobpMONT ORCHARDS INC. ARE YOU INTERESTED IN FARMING YOUR OWN LAND?
PAUL & MARY TIERNEY R. STEWART & WILLIAM YEATON . .
JRFFREY & SaRA TIMMONS Beginner Farmers of New Hampshire Can Help You!
ES}V{VQEND g-ﬁ}?jﬁgﬁ F\FXI‘:‘I;NR?EE? IN MEMORY OF ELMER JOHNSON Beginner Farmers is a group of new and not-so-new farmers
PETER & LESLIE VAN BERKUM FR. SANFORD R. & connecting resources and knowledge to NH’s agricultural commu-
ELSIE P. VAN BUREN BarBARA B. JoHNsON nity. On the web at www.beginner farmers.org, or call their offices
JonnN F. Vax CamP ELva T. J. Procopio in Concord 223-0083 or Laconia 527-2093 for more information.
A little information about you:
# of acres in current use in Town(s) of

Doyou: Ownhorses? Y[ ] N[]  Ridehorses? Y [] N []

Comments to share?

SPACE PLACE
54 Portsmouth Street STAMP
Concord, NH 03301-5400 HERE

Landowner Survey
54 Portsmouth Street
Concord, NH 03301-5400
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CURRENT USE BOARD REPORT:

WINTER, 2003

It was a quiet year for current use, with no major issues discussed. The assessment ranges

will remain the same for 2003-2004, and the Current Use Board did not recommend any

No Rate Changes
This Year

administrative rule changes. The formula used to calculate the forestland assessment
ranges was reviewed, with the current model indicating no changes. Topics discussed
included the impact of the Marlow decision on towns; applying the Land Use Change Tax

Forest Land: WHITEPINE ~ HARDWOOD  ALL OTHER
Stewardship Forestland 63 -%115 $15-136 $44 587
Forestland $112-%170 $55 -84 $91-%137
Farm Land $25 —%425 — —
Unproductive Land 515 — —

state. Wetlands are under this category. All dollar amounts are assessed value per acre.

2003—2004 Current Use Assessment Ranges

Unproductive Land is land incapable of producing a farm or forest crop and is left in a natural

in cluster developments; adding horseback riding to
the 20% recreational adjustment activities; ATV use
and towns’ requirement
of adequate maps for
proper assessing. If your
town asks you to update
your current use
information please
cooperate. If you have
any questions call the
SPACE office for further
information.

Mew HAMPSHIRE

CURRENT USE

LANDOWNER SURVEY:

Opinions on Horseback Riding and Recreational Land Use

Since current use began, landowners
have had the incentive of a 20% discount
off their current use assessment in
exchange for allowing free public access
to their land for such purposes as skiing,
snowshoeing, fishing, hunting, hiking
and nature observation.

1. Do you allow your current use property to be used by

others for horseback riding? Y [ ] N []

. Have you been asked to allow horseback riding on
your property? Y [ ] N []

. Have you had problems with unauthorized horseback
riding on your property? Y [ ] N []

. Ifyour property is used for horseback riding, are they
riding: (check all that apply)

[] on trails [] infields [] onlogging roads
[] onClass VItoads [] anywhere
[] other

5. Ifyour property is not currently being used for horseback

riding, would you allow horseback riding if it were limited
to trails & roads? Y [ N []

If you knew state law protected you from liability, would
you allow horseback riding? Y [] N []

If horseback riding was added to the recreational land uses
you must allow to receive the recreational discount, would
you? (check all that apply):

[] keep receiving recreational discount,
and allow horseback riding

A legislative bill was introduced this
session (House Bill 181) proposing to add
horseback riding to the recreational
discount activities — i.e., if the bill
passed, landowners who choose the 20%
recreation adjustment would be required
to allow horseback riding on their

current use land. SPACE is asking current
use landowners to give us your opinion
about this issue. The summary results of
this survey will be shared with Legisla-
tive committees and the Current Use
Board—individual responses will be
kept confidential.

[] keep receiving the recreational discount

if horseback riding were limited to trails and roads
[] enroll land to receive recreational discount
[ ] remove land from receiving recreational discount
[] post your land against horseback riding
[] other

Additional recreational questions:

8. Does your current use land currently receive the 20%
Recreational Discount? Y [ ] N [] Don’t know [ ]

9. Do you allow mountain bikes (non-motorized) on your
current use land? Y [] N []

10. Do you allow snowmobile use of your current use land?
yonNQ
11. Do you allow ATV use of your current use land?

Y[ N[]

Name

Mailing Address

City, State, Zip

E-mail address

Please add comments on the opposite side, cut the page where indicated, fold in half so the mailing address is on outside, tape shut, stamp and mail.
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NH TiMBERLAND OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Working with landowners, loggers, foresters
and wood-using industries to promote good
forestry and a strong forest products economy.
Information on Tree Farms, timber taxes,
federal cost-share, forest markets, regulations
and pending legislation.

For membership information:

54 Portsmouth St. Concord, NH 03301
www.nhtoa.org phone (603) 224-9699

NUNGESSER & HILL, ATTORNEYS

56 NH Route 25 (PO Box 665)
Meredith, NH 03253

Practice limited to real estate, municipal, trusts

and estates. Representing landowners and
municipalities in Current Use, land planning,
zoning and related matters.

William L. Nungesser, Jr. and Douglas P. Hill

Tel (603)279-8182 Fax (603) 279-3096

LANDVEST TIMBERLANDS

16 Centre Street, Concord NH
(603) 228-2020

A company of experienced professionals
dedicated to providing consulting and market-
ing services to owners of significant land-based

assets in the northeast for over 30 years.

Services: Timberland Management &
Consulting. Marketing & Sales,
Appraisals,GIS Mapping.
Specializing in Timberland Investments.
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NEw ENGLAND FORESTRY
CONSUITANTS, INC.

15 Foresters in 13 offices serving New
England and eastern New York.
Practicing and promoting forest management
and stewardship since 1944.

P.O. Box 609, Warner, NH 03278
Toll Free 866-609-6332
phone/fax (603)456-2543
e-mail: nefco@tds.net

EQuiNE HoMEs OF NEw ENGLAND

Offering a Fine Selection of
Equestrian/Country Properties
Licensed Realtors committed to bringing
buyers and sellers together throughout the
greater New England area—and beyond! We
offer progressive marketing strategies,
aggressive advertising and full cooperation with
all real estate agencies
Stearns Road Amherst, NH 03031
800.859.2745
info@equinehomes.com www.equinehomes.com

SPACE accepts limited classified advertising in
our bi-annual newsletter; circulation 27,000.
For information on rates and our advertising

policy, call SPACE at 603-224-3306 or e-mail

to space@conknet.com

INNOVATIVE NATURAL
RESOURCE SoLuTIoNs LLC
Charles A. Levesque 603-588-3272
Licensed NH Forester
Eric W. Kingsley 603-226-0012
Providing a full range of natural resource
consulting services since 1994. We assist New
Hampshire landowners in current use issues.
Please call or e-mail us.

37 Old Pound Road, Antrim, NH 03440
e-mail: inrscal@aol.com

NoORTHERN FOREST RESOURCES
Daniel Stepanauskas, Forester
Practicing sustainable forestry since 1982.
Forest Stewardship Council
certification services.

Please call us for more information.
HCR 62 Box 42 Silver Lake, NH 03875
phone/fax (603)367-8111
e-mail: norfor@ncia.net

BALDWIN, CALLEN, & HOGAN, PLLC

A Law Firm dedicated to
New Hampshire’s Environment
We are a State-wide practice focusing on Land
Use, Land Protection, Zoning, Boundary
Disputes, Permitting, Wetlands, Spills, and
Land or Well Contamination
101 N. State Street, Concord, NH 03301
Phone: (603) 2252585
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